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MAY MEETING 
Date: Thursday, May 10th 

Time: NOON 

Place: The Metro Buffet 
2745 Blairs Ferry Road NE 

Speaker: Buzzy Castonguay 
Applicant Background Checks 

 

CALENDAR OF EVENTS 
Thursday, June 12, NOON 

Membership Meeting, The Metro Buffet 
Speaker: Jim Thatcher, Updates to the 
Cedar Rapids Housing Code 

Thursday, June 21  
Landlord University 

• Applications and Advertising 
• Leases and Other Forms 
• Fair Housing 
• Evictions and Lease Terminations 
• Section 8 

VACANCY RATE 
The vacancy rate for April 
2008 was 6.5% based on 
1133 units reporting 74 
vacancies. 

 

NEW MEMBERS 
 

NEW VENDORS 
Rent Grow, Inc 
Burkle Remodeling & Maintenance 
Linn County Lawn Care 

RENEWED 
Corridor Carpet Cleaning 
Randy’s Carpets & Interiors 
Colony Heating & A/C 
Family Merchants Bank 
Adam Meder 
Adrienne Tyson 
Bill Kehoe 
Carl & Jill Gaster 
Charles Seamans 
Dennis & Carolyn Peiffer 
Douglas Laird 
Gary Hootman 
Jennifier Loeb 
Keith Smith 
Pat & Rita Weineke 
Rick & Kathy Davis 
Sharon Pease 
Terry & Deb Pesek 
Jim Heskje Painting Specialist 
Rick Easton 
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EDITORS NOTES: Keith Smith, president of the board, software consultant, real estate entrepreneur, member of LLC since 2004, board 
member since 2006 and landlord since 1998. Keith has given presentations on eviction, and property tax assessment.  Keith has an 
undergraduate degree from Mount Mercy College with emphasis in computer science, accounting and business. Keith and his wife, 
Susan own Mission Builder Property Management which owns and manages property located in Marion and Cedar Rapids. 

 
Landlords of Linn County is a non-profit organization for owners and managers of residential rental property. Education of our 
members is our primary goal, along with improving and promoting professional management skills. Our monthly meetings and 
excellent programs allow our members to keep informed on local, state and federal landlord tenant issues, and exchange information 
with each other. 

I wish to thank Duane Fadley, Better Built Home Enhancements for stepping up to be our speaker this last 
month.  Duane gave us some good ideas on how to deal with mold in our rental properties.  I have had several 
members inquire about his contact information.  Please refer to Duane’s vendor member listing in the 
newsletter. 

 
Our speaker for the May meeting will be Buzzy Castonguay of Secure Check. Buzzy will be presenting about 
conducting Applicant Background Checks. 

 
Housing Fair 

The Community Development/Housing Services Department will be sponsoring a housing fair on May 15th.  
See the flyer for this event within this newsletter.  The purpose of the housing fair is to make the public more 
aware of the services the city of Cedar Rapids has to offer, and related groups have to offer, with regard to their 
neighborhoods. It is planned for participation by the City Manager’s Office, Solid Waste, Police, Code 
Enforcement – Housing Inspections, Civil Rights, Section 8 Housing Services, and related agencies, such as, 
Iowa Legal Aid, BRIGHTEN Project represented. The target audience would include citizens of Cedar Rapids 
and of course any landlords living outside the community with properties in town. 

 
Landlord University 

We will be hosting a Landlord University event on June 21 for any landlord or property manager.  Our proposed 
course schedule will consist of Applications and Advertising; Leases and Other Forms; Fair Housing; Evictions 
and Lease Terminations; and Section 8. 

 
Legislative Report by Joe Kelly 

[April 18, 2008] Governor Culver has signed HF 2392.  The bill becomes law on July 1, 2008.  HF 2392 
extends the time from 10 days to 30 business days for a rental property owner to notify a municipal utility of a 
tenancy change in order to protect the property from the imposition of a lien because of a tenant's non-payment 
of a water bill.  HF 2392 also protects purchasers of residential housing from liens resulting from delinquent 
water bills from a previous owner. 

 
Cedar Rapids Housing Inspection Update by Keith Smith 

The board completed their fourth in a series of meetings with Jim Thatcher to discuss changes to the Cedar 
Rapids housing code and the fees assessed for housing inspections.  Jim Thatcher has forward the board a rough 
draft of the proposed changes to the 2006 International Property Management Code.  We also spent sometime 
discuss possible efficiency options versus fee increases in order for the housing department to achieve their 
proposed budget. 

 
Can you send me an email on how we are doing?   
What is one thing that we are doing well as an organization?   
What is one thing that we need to improve as an organization? 
What is the most important topic that you would like the organization to address? 



 

 
OUR NEIGHBORHOOD/OUR CITY 

HOUSING FAIR 
 

Winter’s Over, Time to Get Outside 
 

CAN CITY SERVICES AND AREA AGENCIES ASSIST YOU AND 
YOUR FAMILY AND NEIGHBORHOOD? 

 
Answers to this question and more at the First Annual “Our 

Neighborhood / Our City” Housing Fair 
 
WHAT:  A teaming of City Departments and area agencies (City Manager’s 
Office; Code Enforcement – Housing Inspections; Solid Waste; Community 
Development – Housing Rehabilitation, Lead Paint Grant Program, Section 
8 Housing Choice Voucher Program; Police; Civil Rights; Landlords of Linn 
County; Linn County Sheriff - Civil Division; Iowa Legal Aid; and BRIGHTEN 
Project) sharing what services they offer and how those services may assist 
you with your specific needs. 
 
WHEN:  Thursday, May 15, 2008 from 5:00 p.m. to 7:00 p.m. 
 
WHERE:  The Armory at Cedar Rapids’ City Hall – Veteran’s Memorial 
Building, 50 Second Avenue Bridge 
 
Any questions – please call 286-5192. 
 



Support Our Vendor Members 
 

 
Disclosure: This list is provided for the information and convenience of the membership of the Linn County 
Landlords.  Such inclusion in this list does not constitute an endorsement or approval of any vendor member’s 
product or service. 

ACCOUNTING 
John Freeman 

ADVERTISING 
Apartment Finder 
Cedar Rapids 4 Rent 
Fast Signs 

APPLIANCES 
Cedar Valley Heating, A/C, & Plumbing 
Coinmach 
Lampe Appliance Service 
Metro Applicance 
Smulekoff's 

APPLIANCE RECYCLING 
Conservation Services Group 

BANKING 
Family Merchants Bank 
Freedom First Mortgage, L.C. 
Guaranty Bank & Trust 

BATH TUB RESURFACING 
Bath-Tub Resurfacing Inc. 

CARPET CLEANING 
Corridor Carpet Cleaning 
Deep Clean 
Service Master by Avenue of Saints 

CARPET INSTALLATION 
Brush Strokes 

CREDIT REPORTS 
Secure Check 

CRIMINAL REPORTS 
Investigations by Ivy 
Secure Check 

FLOOR COVERINGS 
P & W Floor Covering 
Randy’s Carpets 
Smulekoff’s 
The Floor Trader 

GENERAL CONTRACTOR 
Equity Building 

GENERAL CLEANING 
B & J Cleaning Service 
Brush Strokes 

HEATING & A/C 
Cedar Valley Heating, A/C, & Plumbing 
Colony Heating & Air Conditioning 
Greenes Heating 
Parker Plumbing and Heating 

INSURANCE 
American Family Insurance 
Principal Financial Group 

INTERNET/COMPUTERS 
AiroLink Communications Inc 
X-Wires Communications 

MAINTENANCE 
Ken’s Home Improvement Co. 

MOLD REMEDIATION 
Service Master by Avenue of Saints 

PAINTING 
Brush Strokes 
Jim Heskje Painting Specialist 

PLUMBING 
Cedar Valley Heating, A/C, & Plumbing 
Hydro Physics 
Parker Plumbing and Heating 

PRESSURE WASHING 
Jim Heskje Painting Specialist 

PROCESS SERVING 
Investigations by Ivy 

PROPERTY MANAGEMENT 
Preferred Property Management 

RECYCLING 
Conservation Services Group 

REMODELING 
Equity Building 
Better Built Home Enhancements 

SIGNS 
Fast Signs 

YARD CARE 
Linn County Lawn Care



Support Our Vendor Members 
 

 
Disclosure: This list is provided for the information and convenience of the membership of the Linn County 
Landlords.  Such inclusion in this list does not constitute an endorsement or approval of any vendor member’s 
product or service. 

AiroLink Communications, Inc 
Jeff Niemier 

jniemeier@airolink.tv 

 

 

Better Built Home Enhancements 
PO Box 196 
Walford, IA 

319-210-2455 
betterbuilt@southslope.net 

B & J Cleaning Service 
1015 Summit Ave SW 
Cedar Rapid, IA 52404 

319-350-5827 
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Support Our Vendor Members 
 

 

Lisa Huggins 
Financial Services Representatives 

200 Second Avenue SE 
Cedar Rapids, IA 52401 
(319) 362-2149 Ext. 195 

Fax: (319) 362-8737 
Huggins.lisa@principal.com 

 

  

 

Stark Enterprises, Inc 
52 E Cemetery Road 

Fairfax, IA 
starkenterprise@southslope.net 

The Floor Store 
1001 N Center Point Rd 

Hiawatha, IA 52233 
319-389-0214 

 
Attention Vendor Members: If you want a change to your listing in the Vendor Member List, please contact 

Keith Smith at smithke@mchsi.com or 319-721-4191 
 


