
NOVEMBER  11  

The topic for this meeting 

will be the eviction process 

and recent changes to the 

process. 

As the date approaches 

watch for an invite 

to register for this 

event. 

Social Hour at 6pm 

Dinner/program at 

7pm 

DECEMBER  9  

Our annual Christmas party will 

be held at Biaggi’s Italian 

Restaurant. 6pm social hour 7pm 

dinner. 

More details coming soon 

OCTOBER 15 -16  

No meeting held in Cedar 

Rapids this  month, Be 

sure to attend the state 

convention! 

Landlords Iowa State 

Convention in Dubuque, 

Ia,  

See inside newsletter for 

more details 

CEDAR RAPIDS - The city 

is reminding landlords they 

have until Oct. 31 to 

register rental units with 

the city or face a penalty of 

$1,000 for each month 

they fail to register.  

 

GOVERNMENT NOTES  

 

The one-time license fee is 

$50. 

 

The city is particularly 

concerned that small 

landlords - those perhaps 

renting a part of their 

home to one person - do 

not know about the new 

landlord licensing and 

rental housing registration 

program recently 

implemented by the City 

Council. 

 

The program is aimed at 

giving the city enforcement 

powers to clean up 

problem properties. But 

the requirement applies to 

all landlords. 

 

License applications are 

available at the Code 

Enforcement Division's 

office in the Public Works 

building, 1201 Sixth St. 

SW. 

 

Applicants must submit a 

list of all rental unit 
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C.R. landlords face registration deadline…. 

housing to be associated 

with the license. 

 

In addition, all rental 

housing must be 

registered annually. 

 

The registration fees 

range from $30 for single 

family dwellings or 

duplexes to $25 for 

multifamily dwellings plus 

$8 for individual 

apartments or units. 

 

All rental units 

transferred or purchased 

after July 19 must be 

registered within 30 days 

of the transaction. There 

is a $1,000 penalty for 

each month of a 

delinquent license or 

rental unit registrations 

after Oct. 31. 

 

Landlords also are 

required to use a Crime 

Free Lease Addendum/

Agreement with tenants. 

 

The addendum is 

available on the City's 

website (www.Cedar-

Rapids.org) and at the 

Code Enforcement 

Division's office. 

 

The new program is 

expected to be 

implemented by 

October. For more 

information, visit the 

Housing Inspections 

section of the City's 

website.  

L A N D L O R D S  O F  L I N N  C O U N T Y  



Evening Monthly “Networking Meetings” 

P A G E  3  

Thanks to everyone who has 

attended our evening meetings in 

2010. Our attendance and feedback 

has been great! 

This is probably one of the biggest 

changes for our organization but 

for good reason. We looked 

around the state of Iowa and talked 

to other landlord organizations and 

the most successful monthly 

meetings were in the evenings. 

We’ve had a number members ask 

for evening meetings because they 

work during the day.  

We also feel rushed at our noon 

meetings as people need to get 

back to work or their properties. 

The new schedule is: 

6pm drinks/social hour 

 7pm dinner 

 7:15-8pm presentation 

There will be a short Vendor 

Spotlight at each monthly meeting 

Again we want to create more of a 

monthly social gathering so our 

members can get to know each 

other more, ask questions and 

discuss landlord topics.  

Of course some will prefer Noon 

meetings but we need to commit to 

this change and not switch back/

forth and confuse the group! 

posts 

Tri-fold brochures explaining 

our organization  

Crime fee/drug free stickers 

for your properties 

(Additional signs can be 

purchased) 

 

Any LOLC member can 

purchase a New Member 

Package for $25. 

The packages include: 

One/two 24”x36” coroplast 

“For Rent” sign and post 

Two 8” x 36” coroplast “For 

Rent” directional signs and 

Attend the next 

meeting to 

purchase a new 

member 

package. 

There are large yard signs as well as 

1/2 size directional signs. 

Signs are available at the monthly 

meetings. Large signs are $10 each 

and small directional signs are $8 

each. 

 

Both signs have space for you to 

put your phone number and it gives 

the tenants a website to view your 

listing online. 

If you haven’t reviewed our online 

site yet go to  

http://LinnAreaRentals.com 

All landlords members who have 

paid their membership are eligible 

to purchase LinnForRent.com yard 

signs!  

LinnForRent.com and yard signs 

New Member Packages 

For Rent yard 

signs will drive 

tenants to our 

website to 

learn more 

about the 

property for 

rent. 
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Chapter 29 Lawsuit Update 
You can track our suit on Iowa 

Courts Online:  

www.iowacourts.state.ia.us.  Under 

trial search, just enter Landlords 

and this case is the only case 

involving Landlords of Linn County 

(LLC).  The case number is 

EQCV069920.  

As many of you know, our suit was 

filed in Iowa District Court on 

7/29/10.  After that date, the city 

had 21 days to file a response 

denying or agreeing to the 

statements contained in each 

individual paragraph in our initial 

petition.  The petition included the 

information about LLC and that 

LLC as an organization is filing a 

suit against Chapter 29, based on 

the conviction that the ordinance 

creates questions.    

 

The 4 main key points filed on 

include:  

 

Home Rule:  The landlord-tenant 

relationship is a civil one.  Under 

Home Rule, the city cannot alter 

legal rights and responsibilities 

between landlords and tenants by 

means of the mandatory lease 

terms/addendums/agreements. 

Void for Vagueness:    Chapter 29 

is too vague.  Who are affiliates? 

What are “reasonable” & “notable” 

efforts?  When does a landlord 

have to evict?  

Violation of Due Process:  It is 

stated that it violates the 5th and 

14th Amendments the US 

Constitution and Article I, Sections 

9 & 18 of the Iowa Constitution.  

Chapter 29 contradicts Iowa Code 

562A.27A:  It is “irreparable” if a 

violation happens under the crime 

free addendum/agreement meaning 

there is nothing the tenant can do 

to remedy the situation.  Under 

562A.27A, there is a remedial 

action plan for the tenants to take 

to keep their apartment if the 

crime is committed by a guest. 

  

As expected, the city DENIED 

almost all of the filed statements.  

Moreover, the City, waited until 

the last minute to file their denial.  

Then on 8/12/10 (with the City’s 

denial) a notice was filed to move 

the case to Federal District Court 

instead of remaining in State 

District Court.  In Response, LLC 

filed a resistance to remand, 

providing had 21 days for the City 

to re-respond.    

 

The City’s notice to move to 

Federal Court further states that 

the case should be moved because 

of the issues with the 5th & 14th 

Amendments to the Constitution 

of the United States.  Again, the 

City’s brief was filed at the last 

minute – on 9/26/10.  In addition, 

the city contends that the “law of 

governing civil relationships” falls 

within the exception of the 

ordinance passed because “incident 

to an exercise of an independent 

city power”.  The city, sites that 

the Code Enforcement 

Department and the Police 

Department are with confidence  

the independent city power.    

The LLC attorney had already 

written our brief knowing with 

confidence that the city would 

forward in an attempt to move the 

case to Federal Court.  Our brief 

states that in the case of challenging 

the “Home Rule” ordinance, the 

state court has to hear a case first.  

Several examples of cases being 

heard at the lowest level initially 

stated in the brief.  Also, our brief 

goes on to state that “Home Rule” 

power does not include the power 

to enact private or civil law 

governing civil relationships.  Our 

question to the court in this 

instance is:  What does the 

legislative limitation mean in this 

situation?  

 

Furthermore, the City’s argument 

makes Chapter 29 & the Crime 

Free Addendum/Agreement less 

restrictive than the state landlord-

tenant statute (562A) therefore, 

which is contrary to the State 

Code.  The City Ordinance 

attempts to eliminate the cure 

provisions, thereby making eviction 

easier (less strict).  Under the 

Code of Iowa, cities may not 

establish standards lower than the 

legislative standards.  Our brief 

goes onto cite that the ordinance 

further contradicts the state code.    

 

In closing, there are still many 

issues that are left unresolved.  The 

LLC attorney filed our counter 

brief on 9/28/10 (within a very 

timely fashion), I might add.  

Unfortunately, for us, we must now 

await to find out if the Federal 

Court is going to remand (kick 

back) the original petition to the 

state courts.  There is no set 

timeline for such action but 

hopefully we will have an answer 

within the next 3-4 weeks.  

Personally, I feel the City’s action 

to go to Federal Court is another 

stall tactic to bide time and to see 

how long we will hold out.  At this 

time, the Board has no intention in 

settling with the City on these 

items as it is not in the best 

interest of our organization 

representing the LLC members.  

The city is looking for an answer 

from either court before anything 

is negotiated or changed in any 

way, so that is the route I am 

supporting with our organization.  

Please feel free to contact me with 

any questions.  

 

Regards,  

Stephanie Feuss 

President 

Landlords of Linn County 

L A N D L O R D S  O F  L I N N  C O U N T Y  



Iowa Landlords State Convention 
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Why should you attend 
the Landlords State 
Convention? 
This is your opportunity to shine!!! You can 
display, promote, and showcase your 
company’s products and services. 

You have the opportunity to meet over 150 
landlords or managers from throughout Iowa 
and the Tri-State area. You will have ample 
time to display and converse with each and 
every one of them. 

You can advertise in our convention Attendee 
Agenda Packet which will be a resource for the 
entire year for our attendees. 

Your participation will be promoted in the 
August (prior to convention) and November 
newsletter (post convention). 

You will be listed on our association Websites 
an exhibitor/vendor at the 2010 convention. 

Following the convention, you will receive an 
electronic list of all attendees. 

The exhibit areas will be open Friday, October 
15, from 8 AM to 7:30 PM. The exhibit area will 
be located as close as possible. Your 
registration fee includes the Friday lunch (one 
comp ticket), breaks, and evening reception. 
You will also have a chance as a vendor to 
address the attendees as a group on Friday 
afternoon. 
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Long Article 
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Credit/Criminal Background Checks 

Watch for Upcoming Hearings! 
“Members – Please 

watch for the upcoming 

public hearings on the 

changing of the ordi-

nance for Chapter 29.  

Your feed back is very 

important as the new 

changes effect landlords.” 

  

  

 

http://screeningreports.com/ 

  

http://www.lexisnexis.com/risk/

solutions/resident-screening.aspx 

  

http://aaascreening.com/ 

  

http://www.nextstep-online.net/ 

  

http://www.inquirehire.com 

  

http://www.intelius.com/ 

Our lobbyist Joe Kelly recently 

surveyed landlords across the sate of 

Iowa and asked which services they 

use for credit– criminal and 

background checks.  

Below are the results: 

http://www.iowalandlord.org/public/

home.asp 

http://dataquikusa.com/ 

https://www.csccredit.com/www/

csccs.nsf 

http://www.tenantverification.com/ 

http://tenantdata.com/ 

FY I  –   

L I EUTENANT  

M INCKS  WAS  

REPLACED  BY  

L I EUTENANT  

T IM  DALEY  
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L A N D L O R D S  O F  L I N N  C O U N T Y  

President 

Stephanie Feuss 319-329-5378 or 319-362-1020 

President@LandLordsOfLinnCounty.org 

Vice President 

Julie Freeman 319-350-4072 

vice-president@landlordsoflinncounty.org 

Treasurer 

Lark Richards 319-377-0466 

treasurer@landlordsoflinncounty.org 

Secretary 

Kim Frederickson 319-366-0434 

secretary@landlordsoflinncounty.org 

Programs 

Garry Grimm 319-364-6172 

Programs@LandlordsofLinnCounty.org 

Laura O'Leary 319-396-6726 

Programs@LandlordsofLinnCounty.org 

Legislative 

Dick Rehman 319-393-6100 

rhrehman@imonmail.com 

2010 Executive Committee Members 
Laura O'Leary 319-396-6726 

phunapts@aol.com 

Keith Smith 319-721-4191 

smithke@mchsi.com 

Membership 

Joyce Steffen 319-363-1233 

Membership@LandlordsofLinnCounty.com 

Bob Randklev 319-533-6927 

Webmaster@LandlordsofLinnCounty.com 

Julie Freeman 319-350-0472 

vendors@landlordsoflinncounty.org 

Michele Formanek 

Ken Klingler 319-377-9175 

kkmk77@mediacombb.net   

 

Joe Kelly 

joe@iamha.org 

City’s New Landlord Licensing Program in Effect 
FOR IMMEDIATE RELEASE 

 

CEDAR RAPIDS, IA – August 23, 2010 

– The City of Cedar Rapids Code En-

forcement Division has begun imple-

menting the new landlord licensing and 

rental housing registration program as 

part of the new Chapter 29 of the Mu-

nicipal Code. This program includes 

new requirements for landlord licenses, 

rental housing registration and tenant 

agreements. 

 

Landlord Licenses 

Landlords, property owners and rental 

property operators are now required 

to be licensed in order to rent residen-

tial properties in Cedar Rapids. This 

license is only required one time per 

landlord/owner/operator. The license 

fee is $50.00. License applications are 

available at the Code Enforcement Divi-

sion’s office in the Public Works build-

ing at 1201 6th Street SW. 

In addition, applicants 

must submit a list of all 

rental unit housing to be 

associated with the li-

cense. There is a $1,000 

penalty for each month of 
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Continued….City’s New Landlord Licensing Program in Effect 
a delinquent license or rental unit registra-

tions after October 31, 2010. 

 

Rental Housing Registration 

All rental housing must be registered annu-

ally. The registration fees range from 

$30.00 for single family dwellings or du-

plexes to $25.00 for multi-family dwellings 

plus $8.00 for individual apartments or 

units. All rental units transferred or pur-

chased after July 19, 2010 must be regis-

tered within 30 days of the transaction. 

There is a $1,000 penalty for each month 

of a delinquent license or rental unit regis-

trations after October 31, 2010. 

 

Tenant Agreements 

All landlords must use a Crime Free Lease 

Addendum/Agreement with tenants. This 

addendum must be incorporated into all 

new and renewal leases and made available 

for review during the compliance inspection 

by City inspectors. The addendum is avail-

able on the City’s Web site at www.Cedar-

Rapids.org and at the Code Enforcement 

Division’s office in the Public Works building 

at 1201 6th Street SW. 

 

All aspects of the new program are ex-

pected to be implemented by October 2010. 

For more information about this program, 

please visit the Housing Inspections section 

of the City’s Web site at http://www.cedar-

rapids.org/government/departments/code-

enforcement/housing-inspections/Pages/

default.aspx. 

With regard to ongoing month-to-

month arrangements:  Section 

29.16 is a confusing mess.  It first 

speaks of “rental agreements”  

“commencing” after the effective 

date of the statute.  An ongoing 

month-to-month rental wouldn’t be 

included in that.   It doesn’t re-

“commence” every month.  The 

third sentence of the same para-

graph talks about needing the crime 

free lease addendum applying for 

“renewal of leases”.  A month to 

month verbal arrangement does 

renew every month, but in my 

opinion, a month to month verbal 

Here’s a note from our attorney:  

Compliance with chapter 29 by any 

individual landlord will not jeopard-

ize the lawsuit.  No one should fail 

to comply based on a fear that it 

will hurt the suit. 

If a landlord fails to comply, the city 

may seek enforcement.  That en-

forcement will be void if we win the 

lawsuit.  I continue to think that we 

will win the lawsuit, but it is not a 

sure thing.  So the choices for any 

landlord are (a) comply while the 

lawsuit is pending or (b) gamble 

that we will win the lawsuit and 

refuse to comply.  

agreement is not a “lease”.  On the 

other hand whoever wrote this 

thing seemed to think the terms 

“lease” and “rental agreement” are 

synonymous.  The city could argue 

that the “intent” for the provision 

to apply to existing month-to-

month arrangements is apparent.  

The bottom line is that the inter-

pretation of code enforcement with 

regard to month to month arrange-

ments is plausible.  It’s not the only 

possible interpretation but it is 

plausible.  

Bill 

Follow the law during our law suit with Cedar Rapids 
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Support our Vendor Members 
ACCOUNTING 

John Freeman 

 

ADVERTISING 

Apartment Finder 

 

APPLIANCES 

Coinmach 

Lampe Appliance Service 

Metro Appliance 

 

CARPET CLEANING 

Actually Clean Carpet Cleaning 

Corridor Carpet Cleaning 

Heaven’s Best Carpet Cleaning 

Service Master Avenue of the Saints 

 

CRIMINAL REPORTS 

Investigations by Ivy 

 

FLOOR COVERINGS 

Randy’s Carpets 

 

GENERAL CLEANING 

Service Master Avenue of the Saints 

GENERAL LABOR 

Labor Finders 

HEATING & A/C 

Colony Heating & Air Conditioning 

Greene’s Heating 

 

PEST SERVICES 

Certified Pest Control 

Springer Pest Services 

PLUMBING 

    

PROCESS SERVING 

ASAP by Rex Cook   

Barry Brandt Process Service 

Investigations by Ivy 

RECYCLING 

REMODELING 

RESIDENT SCREEN-

ING 

Screening Works – Rent Grow 

 

WINDOWS & DOORS 

Ideal Windows and Doors 

Landlords Of Linn County 

Newsletter 
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Support our Vendor Members 



To Smoke or Not to Smoke? 
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Recently, I was asked a question 

regarding tenant’s rights to 

smoke/not to smoke in the unit 

and/or on the property and in 

the common areas.  The infor-

mation obtained for the article 

below is from the US Depart-

ment of Housing & Urban Devel-

opment (HUD) and the Cedar 

Rapids Civil Rights Office 

(CRCRC).  

According to HUD, any landlord 

may designate the apartment 

building, floor, wing, etc as non-

smoking.  It is up to the landlord 

if the occupants who already are 

in possession of units in that area 

to be “grandfathered” in to a 

smoking policy.  Common areas 

and grounds may be prohibited 

here in the near future with the 

upcoming law changes for smoking 

in public places.  This would not be 

a restriction placed by the landlord 

but rather the state of Iowa.  

 

From a Fair Housing standpoint, 

smokers are not a protected class.  

In order for a tenant to file a fair 

housing complaint, the tenant 

would have to prove that not 

smoking in their unit imposed a 

“desperate impact” (specific ex-

ception) on a specific group by 

having such an exclusion.  Also, the 

landlord will have to be careful to 

not steer a specific group to a spe-

cific building based on race when it 

is truly based on smoking.  

On the application, landlords can 

NOT ask “do you smoke”.  A landlord 

may declare on their application or 

other information sheet, as a state-

ment, that the building is non-smoking 

but not in question form on an applica-

tion.  This information is in a recent 

report distributed from the Depart-

ment of Housing and Urban Develop-

ment (HUD).  H-2010-21 (Sept. 21, 

2010).  

Good luck with your decision.  I am 

always here to answer questions.  

 

Stephanie Feuss 

President 

Landlords of Linn County 

buying her own home. While rent-

ing had filled a need, she wanted to 

establish a permanent residence. By 

having such a residence, her family 

could have greater security and 

stability. The idea of homeowner-

ship also appealed to Diane in 

terms of having a place she could 

continue to live in during her re-

tirement years. 

n the last two years Diane, with 

assistance from the Family Self-

Sufficiency staff, worked towards 

her goal of homeownership. Since 

Diane had maintained a good credit 

score over the years, her primary 

focus was to complete the required 

homeownership classes and con-

tinue to save money for the home 

purchase. On September 1, 2009, 

Generally associated with providing 

rent assistance, the City of Cedar 

Rapids’ Section 8 Housing Choice 

Voucher Program also offers eligi-

ble families the opportunity to be-

come homeowners. So far in 2009 

there have been three (3) families 

that have transitioned from being a 

renter to a homeowner. This tran-

sition was made possible in part by 

the City’s Section 8 Housing Pro-

gram. As with all families who be-

come homeowners for the first 

time, the stories of these three 

families vary. One of these families 

was kind enough to share their 

story: 

Diane, a participant in the City’s 

rent assistance program since 1998, 

had been thinking in recent years of 

the realization of Diane’s goal became a reality. Diane 

and her family now reside in a home they can call 

their own, thanks in part to the Section 8 Housing 

Choice Voucher Homeownership Program. 

 

     If you have any questions about this program, 

please call the Cedar Rapids Housing Services Office 

at 286-5872. 

City’s Section 8 Housing Offers Path to Homeownership  



 

We are counting on you, our 

members to get the word out 

about our new website. We 

will by distributing attractive 

yard signs and directional 

signs to bring more tenants to 

your properties. Combine that 

Our primary goal is to offer 

more benefits and tools to both 

our landlord and vendor 

members.  

 

By harnessing current 

technologies we now offer a 

website for tenants to look for 

current properties “For Rent”, 

and contact the owners.   

 

Our website has become the 

place to find a unit for rent! 

Landlord members pay nothing 

for this service, only their 

annual membership!  

 

Vendors have new 

opportunities to advertise not 

only to our landlords but to 

tenants visiting our website! 

with newspaper advertising 

and our website will be 

connected to social network 

sites like Facebook and 

Twitter! 

 

As always we are open to any 

other ideas or feedback you 

might have.  

Send your comments/ideas to:  

Membership@LandLordsOfLinn

County.com 

PMB 338 

3315 Williams Blvd SW Ste 2 

Cedar Rapids, IA 52404 

Landlords of Linn County 

We want your ideas and feedback! 

Do have an idea where to host a 

monthly meeting?  

Do you want to host a monthly 

meeting? 


